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M osgque Cr aft M obile

- Make a copy of an Islamic Design, for example a drawing of a smple

Mosgue with a Minaret, like the one above. You can smplify it to the best you can,
depending on the ability and age of the children.

- Copy the above (Ramadan) poem in an attractive font to the size you need to
place

it insdethe Mosque picture. The poem can be split into two halves, with each half
glued to theright or left side of the door of the mosquein the diagram, i.e. on top
of the area of the windows in the diagram.

- M ake additional copies after you have glued the poem inside for the

amount of children participating.

- Glue picturesto thin cardboard, and then cut out around the outline of
the M osque.

- Have children color and/or decorate with colored glitter.

- Punch aholein thetop of the Mosque and tiea long string or ribbon

through it to hang from the ceiling.

Project Two

Ramadan Calendar Chain

-Cut colored stripsof construction paper into approx. 8" lengths.
(30 stripsfor each child) - Glue or staple strips of construction paper
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into a chain.

-You will need 30 links (rings) in your chain. One for each day until theend of
Ramadan.

-Make a pretty pattern, alternate the colors of therings.

-You may attach the completed chain to the bottom of your designed mosque
in project one or to other designs, e.g. alarge crescent, or a star..

-Hang it on awall or in a doorway.

-Everyday neatly tear off one of theringsall the way to the end of Ramadan.
Remind the children that Ramadan can be either 29 or 30 days

Project Three

Charity Decor ated Jar

Ramadan isthat time of the year to rememer most the poor and the needy.
Charity isa big part of the celebration of the month of Ramadan. Ask the
children tobring ajar. Explain to them that in the jar they will collect coins
for the whole month of Ramadan. Help the children decoratethejar, using
colorful stickers of their choice. Let them collect coinsin it , either from
their allowance or make an arrangement with their parentsto give them
some of the change they havein their pockets, every day.for the remainder
of the month. At the end of the month, let the children count the change
and giveit tothe mosque or any other charity organization that helpsthose
in need.

Project Four
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Ramadan L antern (Fanoos)

(read about Fanoos Ramadan, click here.)

Use white construction paper or use different color construction papers.
Use a stencil or trace for them the shape of the lantern.

ol
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They can then color it with red, yellow, blue, green, purple,gold, or silver
crayons, pencils, or markers. Every section of the fanoos should have a
different bright color. Otherwise, make all the sections of the fanoos from
different color construction paper and glue them together on a cardboard
backing so they could hang them on a string.

If you prefer you can trace for them
thethree D model and let them color it. Fold one half on the other to
completethecircle and transform it into a stand alone fanoos. You may glue
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the fanoos on a base of cardboard to makeit easy to stand.
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Project Five

Simple Night sky and moon Pr oj ect

For younger children,

Use black or blue construction paper for a night sky background. Use a
stencil or trace for them the shape of the crescent moon. They can color

it with white, yellow, gold, or silver crayons, pencils, or markers. If they

can draw stars by themselves, let them add stars, or let them stick on stars
(the self-sticking kind). You may also cut circles out of black paper, glue them
on a cardboard backing so the children could hang them on a string, and have
the children draw in with glitter pens near one edge to make the crescent shape.
That way they get theidea that the crescent isonly a small part of the

whole circle of the moon.

Theteacher could also let some children color in quarter, half, and
three-quarter moonsto show the waxing and waning during the lunar month.
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Project Six

M oon Pr oj ect

For younger children,

Aswe know Ramadan begins and endswith thebirth of the new moon. This
project will bea
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good one for preschoolers.

1- Let each group of children (4-6 children in agroup), work together to create a
night sky on

a black or dark blue construction paper. If they can draw stars by themselves, let
them add stars,

or let them stick on stars (the self-sticking kind) or a combination of both. They
can use white,

yellow, gold, or silver crayons, pencils, or markers.

2- Create a moon for every group or let them doit, if they can cut acirclein a
white construction

paper. You may also use a black construction paper then color it white or silver to
represent a

full moon.

3- Slice each moon into 6 pieces, they will be crescent shapes. You may cut the
moon into two

halvesfirst, then each half into three pieces. Number these pieces on the back

to remember which piece comes next. Remember that each half moon takes seven
daysto

develop. It takestwo weeksto develop into a full moon. Each piece will represent a
stage of

the moon.

4- Asyou go through the month, ask the children to observe the moon every night
from the

first day. When they come to the class ask them to use glue or better to use velcro
to stick thefirst piece (crescent) on the night sky background. Every 2-3 days as

they see

the moon getting bigger, you can let them add the next piece. Keep doing thisto the
end of

the month. Remember the second half of the month you will have to remove pieces,
one by

one every 2-3 days, until thereisno moon at the end of the month.
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Project Seven
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Sunset View of the sky and Horizon

For older children,

A two day project. Before the project, ask them to look and observe
the colors of the sunset and an outline of buildings/housesin
their neighborhood.

L et each child wet a piece of white paper, then paint stripes of colors
(red, orange, pink, purple, likethe sunset) horizontally across the paper
with water color paints. The colors should blur together because of the
wetting. Thisisthe background.

The next day, on a piece of black construction paper, trace the outline
of some buildings, houses, mosque, or local landmark in the middle of
the paper (try to keep it smple). The lower half of the paper will bethe
lower floor(s) of the houses/buildings. Then cut along the outline so that
thetop half of the paper (wherethe sky would be) falls away.

You should be left with the shape of the buildingsin profile.

Gluethe black paper to the sunset background. The colorswill appear
above and between the buildings. You can add an appropriate phrase
about breaking fast or sunset prayer above or below.
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Project Eight

Night sky, the moon, the stars and the children

For older children,

Since Ramadan getsthe attention of the children to the night sky, the moon and the
stars
it can be used for a good educational experience.

Encourage the children to make a " night sky" using three-dimensional material
such as

pipe cleaners, cotton balls, ping pong balls, clay, and pasted paper.

See if these three-dimensional materials cause the children to talk about the location
and

distance of objectsin the sky and space.

Y ou might haveto help them with some of the technical problems so that they can
hang clouds,

stars, and moon. Y ou might givethem a big paste board box painted black on the
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inside.
Makeit easy for them to hangitemsat different placesfrom the" ceiling" of the

"night sky."

And remember, the objectiveis not to make a good looking night sky out of art
material.

The objectiveisto get the children talking about their theories of what thingsarein
the

earth's sky and what thingsarein outer space, and where does the change happen
from sky

to space and so on. The product does not haveto look like a sky, it only needsto
stimulate

a high quality conversation among the children. Take the chance and teach them
about the

sky, the space, the stars and the moon.
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